Why did Jesus command people to not tell others of the miracles He performed?
After healing a man of leprosy (Mark 1:41-42), "Jesus sent him away at once with a
strong warning: 'See that you don't tell this to anyone...'" (Mark 1:43-44). To our way
of thinking, it would seem that Jesus would want everyone to know about the
miracle. But Jesus knew that publicity over such miracles might hinder His mission
and divert public attention from His message. Mark records that this is exactly what
happened. In this man’s excitement over his being miraculously healed, he disobeyed.
As a result, Christ had to move His ministry away from the city and into the desert
regions (Mark 1:45) “As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed
outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to Him from everywhere.”
In addition, Christ, though he had cleansed the leper, still required him to be
obedient to the law of the land — to go at once to the priest, and not to make delay
by stopping to converse about his being healed. It was also possible that, if he did not
go at once, evil-minded men would go before him and prejudice the priest and
prevent his declaring the healing to be true because it was done by Jesus. It was of
further importance that the priest should pronounce it to be a genuine cure, that
there might be no prejudice among the Jews against its being a real miracle.
Finally, Jesus did not want people focusing on the miracles He performed, but rather
the message He proclaimed and the death He was going to die. The same is true
today. God would rather that we be focused on the healing miracle of salvation
through Jesus Christ instead of focusing on other healings and/or miracles.
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